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3 October 2020 

The Beloved in Christ at Anglican Parish of Germiston 
 
PASTORAL LETTER OF INTRODUCTION AND GRATITUDE 
 
Pentecost Greetings Dear Saints, 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Firstly, allow me to introduce myself and my family. I am Fr. Brent 
Frieslaar, an ordained Priest in the Church of God since January 
2014, having been a Deacon since January 2013. I am married to 
Relize for 18 years and together we have 2 beautiful children: Jayden 
(14) and Nathan (9). We consider ourselves privileged to be called by 
God to live and worship among you in this season of the life of the 
parish and my ministry.  
 
This Pastoral letter comes to you at a difficult and challenging time in 
our beloved country amidst the COVID19 pandemic. Indeed, the 
pandemic has certainly imposed significant challenges to many of us 

and especially to the start of my ministry as your Priest in Charge. It has certainly not been the ideal 
beginning. Despite my appointment being effective on 1st April, the lockdown regulations imposed by 
COVID19 has prevented my family and I from settling into the Lambton Rectory over the last weekend 
of March as envisaged. My entire first month of my appointment and almost half of May was spent a 
distance away from Germiston. Be assured, this was a time of great distress for me and my family. Much 
time was spent in prayer as we eagerly awaited the first opportunity to relocate so that we may live among 
you.  
 
By the grace of God, we have moved into the Rectory a week before Ascension Day and we are feeling a 
lot more settled as a family. My family and I would like to extend our sincere appreciation for the 
incredible warmth and hospitality which welcomed us on the day we moved in. We received with hearts 
of gratitude the wonderful gifts of flowers, sweet treats, a packed cupboard of foodstuffs and easy to 
prepare meals. Thanks also so much to the Maintenance team for going beyond the call of duty to ensure 
that the Rectory was quickly made to feel like home for us. May God bless you all as you have been a 
blessing to us.  
 
Beloved, we have journeyed together with God since Easter and still we have not been able to worship 
together as a faith community. Be assured it is the desire of me and my family to worship with you all in 
person and we certainly look forward to that day when we can do so. Until then, it will remain my joy and 
privilege, together with Fr. John, the worship, lay minister and music teams, to continue to offer ministry  
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to you all through the online worship services, through encouraging messages of hope via WhatsApp and 
Facebook and through telephone calls.  
 
Because of our great care and love for you all, the Parish Council has, in line with recent letters from 
Bishop Charles and our Archbishop Thabo, made a collective decision that we will not be rushing to 
opening our church doors for worship services until we are confident that we are fully ready to ensure the 
health, safety and well being of all God’s people.  
 
As we celebrate the Great Festival of Corpus Christi, let us always be reminded that we do not need to 
worship in a church building to be Church. Each and every baptized member is part of the Body of 
Christ, which is the Church. For, as St Peter says “you also, like living stones, are being built into a 
spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ 
(1 Peter 2:4-6 NIV).  
 
Let us also be reminded that every one of us is gifted by the Spirit in special ways so that we can use that 
gift – not for our own glory to benefit ourselves – but for the benefit of the Body of Christ. The use of 
the gift is so that the church, the Body of Christ, may be built up. May we pray for God’s grace to 
empower us to use our gifts and to make a valuable and positive contribution – for the building up of the 
Body of Christ in Germiston, for the furtherance of God’s Kingdom in this place and to the glory and 
honor of God. 
 
I look forward to journeying with you all in person and to the time when I can pay a pastoral visit to all 
families in your homes. Until then, stay safe, be well and remain blessed in the love and grace of God. 
 
Yours in Christ’s service 

Fr. Brent Frieslaar 
Priest in Charge  
 
 
 
 
 


